
Schulich Children’s Plays

THE LION,  
THE WITCH AND 
THE WARDROBE
THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE 
BY C. S. LEWIS, DRAMATIZED BY ADRIAN MITCHELL 
DIRECTOR TIM CARROLL

Grade Recommendation
Suitable for Grade 3 and up.

Student Matinée Dates
May 10, 18, 19, 20, 27, 30; June 7, 14, 15, 22, 30; July 5; 
August 30; September 15, 23, 29, 30; October 6, 12, 19, 21.

About the Play
The first of seven novels published in The Chronicles of 
Narnia (1950), The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe was 
written by C. S. Lewis. In an essay in Of Other Worlds, Lewis 
said that he had a picture in his head from his teenaged 
years that led to the development of the novel. “The Lion 
all began with a picture of a Faun carrying an umbrella and 
parcels in a snowy wood. This picture had been in my mind 
since I was about sixteen. Then one day, when I was about 
forty, I said to myself: ‘Let’s try to make a story about it.’ ”
This version of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe was 
written by Adrian Mitchell and premièred by the Royal 
Shakespeare Company in 1998.

Synopsis
On a September night in 1939, the Pevensie children 
– Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy – board a train from 
London to the English countryside to escape the air raids. 
They arrive at the country house of Professor Kirk. One 
day while exploring their new home, the children come 
across a bare room containing only a wardrobe. Beyond 
the racks of fur coats Lucy discovers Narnia, a magical land 
that has been overtaken by a White Witch and cast into a 
permanent state of winter.

Lucy tries to tell her siblings what she’s found, but they 
don’t believe her – until Edmund follows her into the 
wardrobe during a game of hide and seek. He has only 
just arrived in Narnia when he encounters the White Witch. 
Knowing that the reign of humans has been foretold in 
a prophesy, the Witch uses candy – Turkish delight – to 
entice Edmund to lead his brother and sisters to her.

Back at the house, Edmund pretends that Lucy has 
imagined Narnia. But when the children duck into the 
wardrobe to evade a group of adults, Peter and Susan learn 
the truth. The siblings are soon befriended by two Beavers 
who tell them that they are to meet Aslan, the great Lion 
and King of the wood. It is only after they reveal their 
destination – the Stone Table – that they realize Edmund 
has slipped away to find the White Witch. The group quickly 
prepare for their journey and meet Aslan as planned. 
Knowing that Edmund is in danger, they tell the Lion of his 
betrayal. Aslan must negotiate with the Witch before she 
will spare Edmund’s life. When she does, there is no time to 
celebrate: Aslan’s followers must prepare to go to war with 
the Witch and her ghastly crew.

That night, Susan and Lucy find Aslan walking alone 
outside the camp. He has traded his life for Edmund’s, and 
on the Stone Table he perishes by the Witch’s blade. At 
sunrise, the Stone Table breaks in half with a loud noise 
and Aslan is miraculously resurrected. He explains that 
there is another magic, deeper than the one the Witch 
knows, a magic from before the dawn of time. It allows the 
one who dies in the place of a traitor to come back to life. 
Aslan is able to reverse the effects of the Witch’s magic and 
the tide of battle turns for the Good. Aslan kills the Witch.

Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy are crowned as kings 
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and queens of Narnia. They rule Narnia fairly for many 
years, until one day, as they hunt for the White Stag in the 
Western Wood, they come upon a lamp-post. As they go 
further into the woods, they find themselves back in the 
wardrobe, and then back in the spare room in the country 
house. No time has passed in England since they first 
entered Narnia together, and they are children again.

Themes and Motifs
• Tolerance
• Growing up (maturation, adulthood)
• Moral choices
• Identity/self
• Facing your fears
• WWII-era England
• Magic
• Heroes and villains
• Loyalty
• The nature of good and evil
• The nature of sacrifice
• Courage
• Forgiveness
• Temptation

Curriculum Connections
1. All Grades Language/English (Listening to Understand, 

Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning) – 
plays, poetry, etc.

2. All Grades The Arts (Drama, Dance, Music, Visual Art)
3. All Grades Health and PE (Living Skills: Decision 

Making, Conflict Resolution, Social Skills)
4. Gr. 11/12 Interdisciplinary Studies (Children’s Literature)
5. Gr. 12 World History (1940s England);
6. Gr. 11/12 Social Sciences and Humanities (World Religions)

Enrichment
Study Guide* available at stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides.

Prologues* (interactive presentations on stage) at 11 a.m. 
before every student matinée except May 16; June 1; 
September 2, 7, 15, 28; October 4.

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by 
calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.

Let Us Take Care of Lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime (must be ordered 
two weeks in advance) and Student Deli Lunch Buffets are 
another option (subject to availability). For more information 
ask the Groups and Schools Department when placing your 
ticket order.

Theatre Etiquette
Respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When the lights 
dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the actors on 
stage. Be sure to turn off mobile devices and refrain from 
texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful to the 
actors who are telling the story.

Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, smiles, 
giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off your 
presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

Booking Information
Online
You can order your group tickets online at any time 
right from your desk. You can even select your seats! 
To start planning your trip, go to stratfordfestival.ca/
schools.

Email
groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone
1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Support for the 2016 season of the Avon Theatre is generously 
provided by the Birmingham Family.
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